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Tree-of-heaven is a fast-growing tree that was introduced for ornamental purposes.  It is often found 
in disturbed woodlands, fencerows, old fields, pastures, utility right-of-ways, as well as in unmanaged 
green spaces in urban areas.  Tree-of-heaven often forms thickets and sprouts prolifically from the 
roots and from cut stumps.   
 Tree-of-heaven is characterized by very stout twigs which are distinctive against the winter 
sky.  When in leaf, the tree has a palm-like appearance.  It has long compound leaves with 11 to 41 
leaflets along the petiole.  Each leaflet has a thumb, or lobe, at the base.  Small glandular teeth are 
present at the tip of each lobe on the underside of the leaflet.  The bark is smooth and gray with 
vertical fissures that become smoother with age.  In late summer female trees produce yellow-orange 
winged seeds which turn brown in the fall.  All parts of tree-of-heaven emit a distinctive odor when 
crushed, which has been likened to cat urine or rancid peanuts.   
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